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claimed and exercised the fullest and completest liberty of thought
and argument. There are some striking sentences scattered up
and down Ms fascinating but most difficult pages. " Wherever
one's treasure may be," he says in one place, " thither will the
heart of man follow it." I need not remind you of a corresponding
passage in the Sermon on the Mount. " Those who dream about
the pleasures of the wine-cup," he says again, "weep and lament
at sunrise. Those who weep in their dreams will go a-hunting
when the dawn breaks." A sanguine man who jumps too hastily
at conclusions is compared to one who expects to hear an egg
crow at daybreak, or thinks he can shoot a bird by looking at a
crossbow. " For the Pure Men of old,", he tells us elsewhere,
"life had no attractions, and death no terrors. Living, they
experienced no elation ; dying, they offered no resistance. Being
born, they accepted the fact; when the oblivion of death came,
they just returned to what they had been before. Thus it was that
their hearts were free from care, and they preserved a condition
of absolute inactivity." And I must not forget a characteristic
story told of Chuang-tzti himself upon his deathbed. His last
injunction to his weeping relatives was to leave his corpse unin-
terred. "I will have Heaven and Earth for my sarcophagus,"
he said ; "the Sun and Moon shall be the insignia where I lie in
state, and all Creation shall be mourners.at my funeral." His
friends implored him to forego this strange request, pointing out
that the birds would mutilate his corpse ; but he replied, " What
matters that ? Above are the birds of the air, below are the
worms and ants ; if you rob one to feed the other, what injustice
is there done ? "

Chuang-tzti was nothing if not paradoxical, and one of his
favourite theories was the utility of uselessness. A friend of his
once complained that he had a tree, the wood of which was so
coarse, viscous, and full of knots, as to be perfectly worthless;
its leaves were fetid, and its branches gnarled and crooked, so that
no carpenter would cast a glance at it as he passed by. Chuang-
tzti replied that it was to its very uselessness that the tree owed
its prolonged existence ; for just as the beautifully marked skins
of the leopard and the tiger led to their being slain, so do the
fine properties of superior wood lead to the destruction of a tree.
In fact, a coarse and inferior tree, on account of its unfitness to
be used for timber, lives out its natural term of years, while one
of the monarchs of the forest falls a speedy prey to the woodman's
axe ; wherefore it is better to be an unlearned and ignorant man,
left to the enjoyment of a retired and simple existence, than a
clever, pushing, ambitious person, liable to be led into the daggers
of public life, where his career may be cut short, either by the cares